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—~ ae 
“YOU KNOW THE REST OF 
THAT STORY. EVERYONE 
DOES. IT DIDN'T LOSE MY 
HONOR, TI THREW IT AWAY.” 
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“THERE WERE MANY WHISPERS AND RUMORS BY THEN, | == oar ~ | 
BUT MOST REFUSED TO BELIEVE I'D EVER FORSWEAR |) 
MYSELF--UP UNTIL THE DAY I WAS DEFEATED IN THE LISTS.” [| =o ‘ 
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“ACCUSATIONS FOLLOWED, LEADING 
TO TRIALS, WHICH BECAME OPEN 
REVOLT AND THEN, INEVITABLY, WAR. 


“MY INITIAL BETRAYAL, AND THE 
UNFORGIVABLE ACTS I PERPE- 
TRATED Pore es SPLIT iy 
ROUND TABLE AND LED To T W \ 
DOWNFALL OF CAMELOT. WHER ECO 
HAVE BEEN SO BRIEF, 
BUT FOR ME.” 


“T SURVIVED ALL OF IT. I HAD ALWAYS BEEN A mM TT 
WARRIOR AT HEART AND COULDN'T BRING MYSELF Oni ENEN THAUGH AY ine 


Te SUREENREE. Z 0 EVENTUALLY FORGAVE ME, I 
\ j COULDN'T FORGIVE MYSELF. 
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“ULTIMATELY I te 
COULDN'T BEAR 
BOTH BURDENS-- 1” 
HIS MERCY AND 

MY SHAME.” fe 


i LIKE SO MANY | He cern \\, | 
EY OTHER THINGS, AFTER MY i} Wy 
i FALL From GRACE, T EVEN Nia 


BUNGLED MY OWN M, . . \\ 
SUICIDE. ‘< : 3 N \ | 
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TAKE SOME 
ADVICE, PRINCE. IF 
YOU EVER DECIDE TO 
\ | HANG YOURSELF, TAKE 
\\ YOUR ARMOR OFF FIRST. 


i IN SUCH A 
arMoknow, ¥ TO HELP ME. THAT SILLY PLAN FOG, BUT 
earenie al WAS SO CLOSE TO WHATI'M , NOW I SEE 
yr ACTUALLY SUPPOSED_A IT ALL SO 
TO DO. CLEARLY. 


YES. AND 
PERHAPS YOU CAN WA 
TAKE THE CURSE || 

OFF IT. 
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YOU'LL SERVE ME, \% 
LANCE. THAT'S PART OF 
IT. THE FIRST STEPS} 
TOWARD YOUR OWN 


REDEMPTION. (7 AS WELL, PRINCE 
- || BROS! 
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CY TO ADMIT, I WAS 

[{ QUITE SURPRISED 
a BY YOUR CALL, PRINCE 
LA 
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CHARMING. 
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CHANGED OUR ae 
APPROACH, \j 
AMBASSADOR 


HANSEL. 224 
RATHER THAN 


DRAWING THINGS OUT, 
WE'VE DECIDED TO MOVE 
NEGOTIATIONS ALONG RAPIDLY, 
THUS WASTING NO MORE OF 
YOUR TIME, AND--MOST 


IN FACT, WE'VE DECIDED 
TO JUMP DIRECTLY TO OUR 
ENDGAME. HERE'S OUR ONE 
AND ONLY OFFER TO YOU 
AND YOUR BLOODY 
PUPPET MASTER. 
Y E'VE , 
DECIDED YOU CAN ¥& 
HAVE THE HEADS OF 
YOUR WOODEN Ke 
SOLDIERS--ALL OF Fes 
THEM. a = 
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I WAS GIVENTO ~~ 


UNDERSTAND WE WOULDN'T 


(91 BE SPEAKING AGAIN UNTIL WE 
Z RESOLVED THE MATTER OF YOUR 
LIST OF FABLETOWN'S LOST 
4 RELATIVES. 
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WONDERFUL. 


WHEN CAN WE EXPECT 


THEIR RETURN? 


THE MOMENT 
- YOU GIVE US WHAT WE 
WANT. F/R S'7, THERE WILL BE 
A CESSATION OF ALL HOSTILITIES 


AND A FORMAL PEACE TREATY SIGNED 
BETWEEN THE EMPIRE AND FABLETOWN. 


THEN, AS JUST SO WE'LL TAKE EXACTLY TEN OF THEM 
7 REPARATIONS FOR ’ WHICHEVER TEN WORLDS YOUR MASTER 
/ YOUR PREVIOUS WAR Yay Uf : CHOOSES, AS LONG AS THEY HAVE 
CRIMES AGAINST US, GATEWAYS CONNECTING THEM ¢ 
\ YOU'LL TITHE ONE TENTH = DIRECTLY TO EACH OTHER. 


siete poole THE CURRENT POPULATIONS ~~ 
Wye aiee OF THOSE WORLDS WILL NOT HAVE TO 
mF OVE. WE'LL ACCEPT THEM AS WE FIND 
y THEM, AND GRADUALLY MOLD THEM TO 
XN OUR MORE EGALITARIAN WAYS. 


We 
UNDERSTAND THE 
EMPIRE CURRENTLY SPANS RZ, 
MORE THAN A HUNDRED nN i, ’ 
A HUND 
FABLE WORLDS WY 2 


py 7 \ A WE FUN, HUH? 


THEN, ALL LOST RELATIVES, FRIENDS i FINALLY, AND ONLY AFTER ALL 
AND DESCENDANTS OF OUR FABLES WILL BE OF THE PREVIOUS CONDITIONS 
INVITED TO EMIGRATE FROM THE EMPIRE HAVE BEEN MET, GEPPETTO WILL 
TO OUR NEW WORLDS. <Ke J. BE ALLOWED AND REQUIRED 
TO SIGN THE FABLETOWN _ 
Gj COMPACT. 
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LIST WE GAVE YOU. ig OFFICIALLY 
. —Yy $ J PARDONING ALL OF HIS 
PAST MISDEEDS. 
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THIS IS OUT- 


T SURE IS. 

IT'S ALSO NON- 
NEGOTIABLE. AND THE 
DEAL'S ONLY GOOD 

FOR NINETY 
DAYS. 


THAT SHOULD GIVE Ww 
YOU ENOUGH TIME TO eS THIS WORLD AGAIN, WITHOUT 
SCURRY HOME AND GET YOUR PUPPETEER'S ANSWER, JN 
YOUR MASTER'S "4 AND I'LL HAVE YOU STRUNG Jf 
= REPLY. A, UP IN THE MIDDLE OF 
Pai pirat THE STREET. 


\/ THAT CONCLUDED, 

M I INVITE YOU TO GET 

“A OUT OF MY $/GHT, 
HANSEL. 


THIS IS 
AN ABSOLUTE 
TRAVESTY! YOU, ¥ 
SIR, ARE NO 
DIPLOMAT! 


=F ARE YOU HAVING 
SO MUCH TROUBLE 
KEEPING UP, BOY? THIS 
/SN'T DIPLOMACY. IT'S 
AN ULTIMATUM. NOW, |} 
SLITHER ALONG ON YOUR 
WAY. WE'RE DONE. 
FINISHED. 


Wi 
REQUIRE 
NOTHING 
MORE OF 
you. 


YEP, AND DID YOU NOTICE \ 
WHAT HANSEL D/DN‘T SAY? 
UNDER SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES f 

ANY OTHER AMBASSADOR 

WOULD HAVE WARNED US 

THIS COULD LEAD 


IN FACT, THE 
ONLY REASON T COULD 
IMAGINE HIS NOT SAYING 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT I6 IF 
Rn , THERE ALREADY AR 
SY) SL YEA PLANS UNDER WAY. PLANS 
Wie e HE'S CONSTRAINED TO 


h Sw ; KEEP SECRET. 
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WHICH CONFIRMS Q 
TOTENKINDER'S INTEL IN FULL. 


¢ MUCH CLEANER 
NOW--IN SOUL 
AS WELL AS 


BETTER TOO-- 
IF YOU DON'T 
MIND MY 


es IS THAT = 
qf 4 PROPER PLACE 


I SEEM TO HAVE $Y ALREADY SET FOR PERSONAL 
ACCUMULATED? UP FOR YOU IN GROOMING? ~ SOME MIGHT 
THE CHAPEL. ARGUE IT'S THE MOST 
MY APPROPRIATE PLACE, 
WHEN ONE IS RITUALLY 


SS 7 
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IN ANY CASE, 

THIS IS THE ONLY SPOT 
OUTSIDE OF THE MAIN ROOM 
WITH DECENT LIGHT AND SEAT- Jai 

ING FOR SO DELICATE 

A TASK. 


IT WOULDN'T 

BE TOO CLever 
TO START MY ROAD 
TO REDEMPTION BY 

ACCIDENTALLY 

SLITTING THE 
2 NEW Boss' 

HROAT. 


MIRROR, 
MIRROR, MY OLD 
FRIEND. 


I WANT TO THANK YOU 
FOR GOING ALONG WITH THE 
OTHERS AND PRETENDING 
TO SEARCH FOR MY LOST 

WIFE AND CHILDREN. 


I DIDN'T 
ENJOY DECEIVING 
YOU, BUT WE ALL 


THOUGHT IT WAS 


e™\ 
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THEN, PRINCE, 

IF YOU'RE READY TO 

PROCEED, THE NEXT 
STEP IS To-- 


HOLD ON, LANCE. 
I DIDN'T PAUSE HERE JUST 
TO ADMIRE YOUR BARBER SKILLS. 
I HAVE ONE MORE THING TO 
DO FIRST. 


HELLO, FLY. 
I'VE MISSED SEEING 
YOU. IT'S BEEN MONTHS, 
HASN'T IT? 
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DON'T WORRY. 
IT WAS. YOU WERE AND - 
ARE A GOOD FRIEND. AND = 
NOW T WANT YOU TO DO 
ONE FURTHER KINDNESS 
FOR ME. 


KEEP AN EYE L( € 


ON ME, AND LET THOSE 
BACK HERE SEE EVER Y- 


KNOW AND UNDERSTAND 
WHAT'S ABOUT TO 
HAPPEN. 


ge, 


YOU SHOULD'VE 
BEEN THERE. IT WAS A 
LOVELY SIGHT TO 

SEE. 


THAT LITTLE 
BIT OF DRAMA IN THE 
PARK REALLY RUFFLED 
THEIR FEATHERS. 


THEIR GAME PLAN, AND ALL 
WITHOUT REVEALING ONE 
JOT OR TITTLE OF WHAT 
WE KNOW ABOUT THE 
COMING WAR. 


g WHAT CAN I \ 
( SAY? BATTLE TACTICS AND 


| INTRIGUES HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN MY FORTE. 


f I THOUGHT YOUR 


SOLE EXPERTISE WAS THE ¥ 
TACTICS OF AMOROUS 


SAME THING, 
BEAUTY. SAME 
THING. 
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YY ARE THE * 


ZEPHYRS 
FOLLOWING 


THAT WAS 
QUITE A GOOD IDEA 
OF YOURS, PRINCE 
CHARMING. 
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SO WHAT THEY WENT 
ARE eee DIRECTLY BACK TO 


THEIR EMBASSY AND 
ARE FEVERISHLY 
TEARING THROUGH 


OVERLOOKED NUANCE IN THEIR OFFICIAL 
INSTRUCTIONS TO ACCOUNT FOR YOUR 
SUDDEN ULTIMATUM. 


THE ADVANTAGE FOR 
US IS THAT WE'RE FINALLY GETTING 


A DIRECT LOOK AT EVERY DOCUMENT IN 


THEIR EMBASSY. OH, WHAT DELICIOUS 
SECRETS WE'RE LEARNING. 


| Ss ANYTHING 


ABOUT HEADING BACK 


THEY'LL NEED 
A DAY OR TWO TO 
SETTLE DOWN AND 
REALIZE THEY CAN'T 
AVOID TAKING THIS 
MATTER BACK 


THE MOST 
V/TAL PART OF THIS 
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= AN SECRET GATE THEY'VE 

re A BEEN USING. 


THEM TO WHATEVER 


MY GUESS IS THEY'RE SEARCHING FOR SOME 
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SCHEME IS TO FOLLOW 


HOW FAST 
CAN WE WRITE 
THIS INFORMATION WORRY, SHERIFF. 
MY GROUP WON'T 


FORGET ANYTHING 


GOT MANY INGENIOUS 
SPELLS IN 
PROGRESS. 


ea ial 
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THEY OVERSEE. WE'VE 
sa 


NOTHING 
YET, BUT GIVE 
THEM TIME, YOU'VE 
PLANTED QU/TE 
A PANIC IN 


WE NEED TO 
KNOW IF WE CAN CUT 
THEM OFF FROM THIS 
WORLD. IF NOT, WE'RE 
COOKED. 
> <I 


KEEP ME 
INFORMED OF AZZ 
DEVELOPMENTS. T' 
ON MY WAY UP TO THE 
FARM TO HAVE THAT 
CHAT WITH SNOW 
AND HER PET 


- hi Tt WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF 
SHERIFF, HAVE THAT WHEN THE BUSINESS OFFICE 

YOU LOCATED THOSE ‘ BECAME--WHAT'S THE CORREC 
PRIVATE MUNDY TRAINING J} 4 WORD, FRAU TOTENKINDER? 

CAMPS YET? <| Z | CONTAMINATED? 

\X 
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REALLY, MAAM, WE 
COULD ALL MAKE MORE 
PROGRESS ON OUR PLANS 
IF WE HAD ACCESS TO OUR 


DESKS AND LIBRARY, 
AND-- 


To a’ 
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f KEEP ME 
POSTED. T HAVE 10 
i RUNNING LATE. 
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IT'S ALL 
GOING ACCORDING 
TO SCHEDULE. 


/ NO NEED To BE So 
CRYPTIC, YOU MEAN 
THE MAGIC ARMOR 
CLEAN-UP2 
ZV, 


YOU'VE GOT ME BACK IN MY OLD ORANGE 
JUMPSUIT AGAIN? BUT I TOLD YOU I WAS ALL 
DONE WITH MY LIFE AS A PERPETUAL 
CUSTODIAN AND PRISONER- TART WITH THE 


TRUSTEE. BREASTPLATE. 


TRUE, PRINCE, BUT YOU 
NEED TO WEAR SOMETHING 
BETWEEN HARD ARMOR AND 

SOFT SKIN. 


THIS GARMENT 
FITS YOU, IS NEWLY AS 
CLEAN AS YOU ARE, AND 
IS PERFECT FOR 
THIS USE. 


AND IT'S 
IOVING ALL 


HEY! THe 4 7 
{ ARMOR JUST * BRIGHT AND NE A“? H 
BECAME.., AGAIN! VER ME! 


VL 


Y \ RESHAPING 
Uy a ITSELF TO YOUR 
PROPORTIONS, =| 

PRINCE. i" 


FINALLY, 
PRINCE, YOUR 
HELM. 


AS YOU HUNG THERE ALL 
THOSE CENTURIES. 


IT ROTTED AWAY, LONG AGO. 
YOURS, HOWEVER, |S SUDDENLY HERE 
BECAUGE IT IS NEEDFUL AND PREY 
THAT IT SHOULD BE. YOU MUST SHO 
YOUR NOBLE CREST AND COLORS, We bate een 


</ 


OH DEAR. THIS ONE BUT THAT'S THE NJ 
SEEMS TO HAVE GROWN MUCH SWORD IN THE STONE! 
BIGGER OVER THE YEARS, NO EXCAL/GUR!/ 
DOUBT INCREASING AS ITS 


‘ND GREW. | : I CAN'T 
sisi o , i) POSSIBLY-- 


Im 
NOT WORTHY 
Te 


IF YOU AREN'T MEANT TO 
WIELD IT, YOU WON'T BE ABLE 
TO PULL IT FROM THE STONE. 
WE'RE STILL AT THE PART OF 
YOUR MISSION WHERE I 
AM YOUR GUIDE, 
REMEMBER? 


I KNOW 
THIS IS WHAT 
YOU NEED TO 


EASY AS 
<7 PULLING A TICK 
| FROM THE PUDDING, 
EH? I KNEW YOU 
\ WERE MEANT TO 
HAVE IT. 


FORWARD, PRINCE. “@y 
TAKE A GOOD GRIP ON 
THE HANDLE--THAT'S IT. 
BOTH HANDS ARE FINE. 


BUT, I'M NO WARRIOR. I WAS A : = 5 
ees YES, BUT NEVER A KNIGHT. — ~F———- _—— WV 
5 . - 
N THE ONLY BATTLE I EVER TRIED fF THAT'S SO, 
YZ 


TO FIGHT, I WAS DEFEATED BY : 
MY OWN CURSE BEFORE IT : \ THEN KNEEL, PRINCE. 
EVER BEGAN. : FOR IT'S IMPORTANT NOW 


/\ THAT ALL THINGS BE DONE 
, ACCORDING TO THE 
LAW. 


zig SS” Lan 


/ KEEP IN MIND THAT YOU'LL BE UNBEATABLE 
IN BATTLE, AS LONG AS YOU WEAR THIS ARMOR, 
WIELD EXCALIBUR, AND--MOST /MPOR TANT-- 
; ONLY SO LONG AS YOU KEEP PURE 
AND GOOD. 


"REMEMBER 


ALWAYS HOW THE - 
ORRUPTION SET IN : 
nh WHEN I BETRAYED 
a MY KING. 
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/7_I KNOW IT's my NY N 
JOB TO CONTINUE Y 
SERVING YOU, BUT I’M | A 
YES, L 


NO LONGER SURE ANCE, 


HOW OR WHERE fT 0 HAVE AN IDEA. 
a7] SINCE YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
AND VISION HAS IMPOSED 
NO PARTICULAR KINGDOM 
2S ON ME, THEN MY RECENT 
VISIONS TAKE 
E. 


lw 
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IF I DON'T, T'LL > _ 
HAVE YOU ON HAND TO 
REMIND ME. THAT'S YOUR 
FIRST STANDING 
ORDER. 


THE FACT THAT 
YOU WERE ABLE TO DRAW 
EXCALIBUR FROM THE STONE 
PROVES THAT YOU'RE DESTINED 
TO BE THE ONE TRUE AND 
RIGHTFUL K/NG. 


re 
WELL, THAT'S THE 
QUESTION NOW, ISN'T IT? GOT 
ANY DEAS? BECAUSE, I HAVE To \, 
CONFESS THAT, FROM HERE ON 
OUT, I'M DRAWING A 


AT LONG 
LAST, \T'S TIME 
FOR ME TO GO 

HOME. 
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FOLLOW ME, 
> LANCE. 
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1 RY sum quickly WY 
! _ BEHIND ME, SO WE ¥ 
S DON'T BECOME 
. SEPARATED. damm 
THIS 1S THE ag / 


’WITCHING WELL. 
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RS , 
S > IF YOU GET 
2 RY LOST DOWN THERE, I 
DON'T KNOW THAT EVEN 
a MY NEW POWERS CAN Aw 
FIND YOU AGAIN. 
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“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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